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January/ February 2015

 “White’s World of Science”  

Did you know…

that the Science Fair is coming up in March? Of course you did! I am very excited to see the amazing work from your wonderful children and our wonderful scientists.  
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Family Fun: Here is a science fair experiment you can do at home as a family.
Problem:  Does hand washing stop bacteria and mold from growing? 
Hypothesis: Discuss what you think is going to happen with your family

Materials: Either 3 zip lock bags or 3 containers of the same size, 3 pieces of bread, water 
Procedure:  

1. Set up the experiment by getting three containers or 3 bags of the same size and setting a piece of bread in them.  
2. Label the containers control, clean hands, and dirty hands. A control is the thing you do not do anything to in an experiment. The variables for this experiment are clean hands and dirty hands.  The variables are the things that you change in an experiment. 
3. Put a tablespoon of water on the control bread. 
4. Wash your hands with antibacterial soap.  Rub clean hands on the next piece of bread and place it in the clean hands container. 
5. Put a tablespoon of water on the bread before sealing it in the container.   
6. Allow time for hands to get dirty, or prepare the dirty hand bread before the clean hand bread.  Rub dirty hands on the bread in the dirty hands container. 
7. Put a tablespoon of water on the bread before sealing it in the container. 
8. Seal up the containers and set them in a dark place for a week. After a week get open the containers and take a look. 
Observations:  Draw and write what happened.  Take pictures.  Show your data to Mrs. White for extra credit(.  Discuss your findings with your family.
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Conclusion:  Does hand washing stop bacteria and mold from growing?  What did you discover? 
